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Dedication shines through

The St Albans Gang Show, produced entirely by
volunteers, is something of an institution selling
out the Alban Arena year after year. Former Cub
Scout NEIL SKINNER went to see what all the fuss

was about.

SITTING uncomfortably at the back
of the Alban Arena, it's hand (o
believe that many of the performers
on stage are as young as 11,

The 81 Albsns Gang Show has a
reputation for quality and Thursday
tmtna's performance was some-

very special
mmmﬂmmm
ered annually at the venue for each of
the past 28 vears and the show's popu-
larity for itself: more than
4,000 sales — 96 per ceni pur:
chased on the first day of sale - for its

five funfilled performances.

From finely polished musical num-
bers to tightly
sketches, the Show ebbs and

“We have a very young cast bui
they did brilliantly well,

“Other shows have a nearly all
adult cast but that's just not the point
of our show - it's about young people.

“For that casl to put on a show [ike
that takes such a lot of hard work and
dedication - that's something we
‘stress to them from the start.”

Such dedication is typificd by the
superh lighting and musical backing

that support the show — both of which

Chief Scout and former Blue Petoer
presenter Peter Duncan said: “T don't
g0 to all the gang shows but St Albans
is one of the best. It's a very impres-
sive show

“You've got 115 young people on
that stage at a very high standard and
really giving it their all.

“Performing on stage is one of the
most empowering things that can
happen to a young person.

“Sure, you've got one or two extra

rs - there always are
- but to the others this is just a great
opportunity for them to get up on
stnge and experiencs what it's ke ™

Indeed, this i= what the show is all

Even though a couple of the cast
should be seriously considering a
munmmﬁrmmm
a personal trinmph; the
ﬂon:lnm‘thqctm
rehearsals and the realisstion of a
theatrical dream,
And that is the charm of the show,
with the odd muffled punch-line or
leaping octave serving only as
reminders of what cast and erew have

The 5t Albans Gang Show lived up to its reputation for guality.

managed (again) o pull off - a tri







